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BERLIN RESEARCH ELECTIVE 
03/09/2016-10/09/2016 

KEY DATES 
MARCH 2016:  
INTRODUCTORY LECTURE 

APRIL 2016:  
RESEARCH PROPOSAL WORKSHOP 

SEPTEMBER 2016:  
BERLIN  
Depart: Saturday 3rd September 2016 
Return: Saturday 10th September 2016 

ASSESSMENT 
4000-WORD RESEARCH PROJECT 
DEADLINE: 12pm Thursday Week 9 of Semester 1 

STAFF 
DR DAN SWANTON (course organiser) 
Email: dan.swanton@ed.ac.uk 
Office hours: Mondays 3-5pm 

DR ERIC LAURIER 
Email: eric.laurier@ed.ac.uk 
Office hours: Mondays 2-4pm 

JACOB BARBER 
Jacob.Barber@ed.ac.uk 

REBEKAH MILLER 
s1020161@staffmail.ed.ac.uk 

RUARI SUTHERLAND 
ruari.sutherland@ed.ac.uk 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INTRODUCTION 
Berlin is an extraordinary city, and an exciting place to do research 
as a human geographer. Berlin is a vibrant capital city that is 
undergoing rapid transformation and reinvention as the capital of 
the reunified Germany and a ‘global city’. Berlin is also a city that is 
scarred and haunted by traumatic pasts – from the fractured urban 
landscapes produced by the division of the city during the Cold 
War to the intense memory-work that has taken place over the last 
25 years to commemorate the brutal legacies of National Socialism. 
Berlin is also a lively city well know for its many urban subcultures, 
squatting scene, public art, ethnic diversity, gentrification, 
architecture, and tourism.    

The Berlin field class is a research elective that provides an 
opportunity to develop skills in designing, planning and 
doing research in Human Geography. The primary aim of 
the field class is to successfully design and execute a group 
research project. The fieldwork for the research project must 
be conducted in Berlin.   

The research project is an opportunity for you to deepen 
your engagement with a substantive conceptual issue in 
Human Geography, develop a central research question, 
and use inventive research methods to gather, analyse and 
present empirical materials. The ideas, initiative and energy 
for the research project must come from you. You will 
receive feedback and guidance from staff before and during 
the field class through lectures, workshops, studios, walking 
tours, orientation activities, and presentations. This research 
elective will be of particular benefit for students doing 
dissertation research in Urban, Social or Cultural Geography, 
and those using qualitative research methods.  

The field trip is also an introduction to Berlin and grounds 
several major themes in Urban, Cultural, and Social 
Geography. During walking tours and orientation activities 
we will examine the politics and practices of place-making 
in Berlin. In particular we will focus on the politics of 
commemoration, remembrance and forgetting; how the 
legacies of Cold War geopolitics are imprinted in urban 
space; and the diverse and contested claims being made on 
urban space by groups as disparate as property developers, 
city planners, squatters, hipsters, tourists, and migrants.  



COURSE AIMS 
The Berlin research elective aims to:  
• provide advanced training in qualitative research, focusing on 

ethnographic, visual and inventive methods.  
• provide advanced training in the analysis and interpretation of 

empirical materials. 
• develop your skills in presenting empirical materials verbally, 

visually, and in writing.  
• develop your skills in working collaboratively as part of a small 

group. 
• provide an opportunity to put theoretical and conceptual 

understanding into practice through a research project that 
engaged with a key issue in Human Geography. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
On completion of this course you will be able to:  
• design, plan and execute a group research project that is 

appropriately framed by a critical understanding of theoretical 
and conceptual issues in Human Geography. 

• demonstrate advanced skills in the use of qualitative research 
methods and the appropriate analysis of original empirical 
materials. 

• employ a range of writing and analytical skills for the original 
interpretation and presentation of research. 

• evaluate and reflect critically on your research practices. 
• demonstrate the capacity to apply and interrogate a substantive 

concern at the forefront of Urban, Social or Cultural Geography 
through fieldwork. 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ASSESSMENT 
There are two components to the assessment on this course: 
CLASS ASSESSMENTS AND DEGREE ASSESSMENTS. 

CLASS ASSESSMENT 
During the research elective there will be various class assessments 
to provide you with feedback and guidance.  These will include: 

• group research proposals (2 per group) 
• research proposal group presentation 
• ‘show and tell’ presentations on data gathering 
• workshops on data analysis 
• group presentations on research 
• field notes 

DEGREE ASSESSMENT 
The degree assessment for this course is a 4000-word project that 
provides an account of your group research. While the research in 
Berlin is a collaborative effort, your projects must be written 
individually.  

The emphasis of the project should be on the analysis and writing 
up of your group research projects. We are looking for a brief 
literature review that situates your research in relevant academic 
literature (500 words), a discussion of the methods you used (500 
words), and an extended presentation of your research materials 
and analysis (3000 words). We are also looking for you to be 

creative and experimental with the ways in which you write up and 
present these projects. For example, using visual narratives, 
diagrams, graphic transcripts, polyphonic writing, montage. You 
will be drawing on the methods, techniques and styles of 
presentation introduced during the field class.  

You will be assessed on: 
• the quality of your research materials and your analysis of these 

materials 
• the craft and originality demonstrated in the project and data 

analysis 
• your understanding of key methods, analytical techniques and 

concepts 
• the quality of your arguments and writing 
• accurate and appropriate referencing 

The deadline for the degree assessment is 12pm Thursday Week 9 
in semester 1. 
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FEEDBACK 
During this course you can expect to receive PROMPT, 
INFORMATIVE and HELPFUL feedback on your research projects 
and progress.  

The field class offers an apprenticeship in using ethnographic 
research methods and you will be working closely with the 
members of staff and postgraduates on the field class. The field 
class operates more akin to a studio or laboratory in architecture or 
design. You will be working collaboratively with your peers and 
members of staff, and it is vital that you are prepared to comment, 
criticise and support each other’s work. 

Feedback will take a number of forms and will be given at different 
stages of the course. You can expect: 

• detailed guidance on developing research proposals. 
• feedback on research proposals (peers and staff). 
• workshops providing detailed feedback on data collection, data 

analysis and presentations (peers and staff). 
• verbal feedback and guidance on doing and analysing research 

through mentoring of group research projects 
• verbal feedback of progression throughout the field class; by 

email; during office hours; or by appointment. 
• tick box and written comments on degree assessment. 

Each of these methods of feedback is designed to enhance your 
progression against specific learning outcomes. In particular the 
feedback is tailored to enhance your skills in gathering and 
analysing empirical materials, and should be transferable to your 
dissertation research.  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WHAT WE’LL BE DOING 

This research elective is an 8-day residential field class in 
Berlin. Before we leave for Berlin there will be an 
introductory meeting and a research proposal workshop.  
The lecture and workshop are designed to get you working 
collaboratively in the groups (of 2 or 3) that you will be 
working in during the field class and encouraging you to 
think about what the focus of your research in Berlin will be.  
This will enable you to make the most of the time in Berlin.   
At the beginning of the field class there will be two days of 
orientation that will involve walking tours and workshops. 
During these walking tours and workshops you will have the 
opportunity to experiment with a range of methods of data 
collection, become more familiar with Berlin and a range of 
substantive concerns in urban and cultural geography, and 
refine your group project proposal. 

The majority of our time in Berlin will be dedicated to your 
research projects. There will be 3 research days (Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday) during which you are expected 
to do the research that will be the primary focus of the 
assessment.  During each of the days there will be a range 
of activities and workshops where you will be working with 
staff to develop and refine your skills in data collection, 
analysis and presentation. These also offer many 
opportunities for feedback and guidance on your research 
projects. Friday is a free day for everyone, and on Saturday 
each group will present their research before we travel back 
to Edinburgh.  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ITINERARY 
Saturday 3rd to Saturday 10th September 2016 

  

DAY MORNING AFTERNOON EVENING

Saturday Meet at Drummond Street Arrive in Berlin 

Sunday ORIENTATION:  
Potsdamer Platz to Brandenburg Gate

ORIENTATION:  
Bernauer Strasse to Mauerpark

READING GROUPS

Monday ORIENTATION:  
Bundestag Roof and Refugee Voices Tour

ORIENTATION: 
East-Side Gallery to Tempelhof

WORKSHOP: 
Research Proposals

Tuesday STUDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS STUDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS WORKSHOP: 
Show and tell on methods

Wednesday WORKSHOP:  
Data analysis…what other material do 
you need?

STUDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS WORKSHOP: 
Making and editing video

Thursday STUDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS WORKSHOP:  
Data analysis and preparing group 
presentations

WORKSHOP:  
Data analysis and preparing group 
presentations 

Friday FREE TIME FREE TIME GROUP DINNER 

Saturday PRESENTATIONS Leave Berlin Arrive in Edinburgh
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GETTING YOUR BEARINGS: CENTRAL BERLIN  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TRAVEL 
We will be flying with EasyJet from Edinburgh Airport to Berlin 
Schönefeld airport.   

The field trip will begin and end at the Institute of Geography in 
Drummond Street and it is important that we travel to and from 
Berlin together.  
 
We’ll get a coach from Geography to and from the airport in 
Edinburgh.  In Berlin we will be using public transport to get form 
the airport to the city centre. 

For travel in and around Berlin you will be provided with a 7-day 
transport card that can be used on buses, trams, the U-Bahn and 
local trains.  Please do not lose these. If you do lose your travel 
card you’ll have to buy a replacement.   
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ACCOMMODATION  
In Berlin we’ll be staying in the Berlin-International youth hostel.  
The youth hostel is centrally located, and is a few minutes walk 
from Potsdamer Platz.   

Accommodation will be in 4-bed or 5-bed dormitories, allocated 
on a same-sex basis.  We’ll be staying half board, so breakfasts 
and dinners will all be catered for during our stay in Berlin.   

The hostel also has conferences facilities that we’ll be using as a 
classroom during the field trip.  

Address: Kluckstrasee 3, 10785 Berlin 
Telephone: +49 30 264952-0  
Website: http://hostel-ber l in. jugendherbergen-ber l in-
brandenburg.de/en/ShortPortraet 
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BEFORE WE LEAVE 
Before we leave for Berlin there will be an introductory lecture and 
a research proposal workshop. 

INTRODUCTORY LECTURE 
The introductory lecture will provide important background 
information on the research elective. During this lecture you will 
also be placed in a group of 2 or 3 students. 

RESEARCH PROPOSALS 
In your groups we want you to develop 2 proposals for research 
projects that you could conduct during the Berlin field class. We 
want you to work together to develop original (but realistic) 
ethnographic research project proposals. Each research proposal 
should be 1-side of A-4 and should include 1 image, 1 reference to 
an academic article or book and 1 reference to another media 
source (social media, newspaper article, film, website…). 

The proposals provide a focus for some independent research 
about Berlin, and for thinking about research design and methods 
of data collection and analysis. You proposal should include: 
• some context for your proposed research (why does it matter?) 
• details of how you will do the research (who will you talk to? how 

will you contact them? where will you do the research? which 
ethnographic/visual/inventive methods will you use?) 

RESEARCH PROPOSAL WORKSHOP 
Your research proposals should be submitted before the research 
proposal workshop and will be shared with all participants of the 
field class. During this workshop you will receive detailed feedback 
and guidance on your group’s proposals from other students and 
staff. You will also receive written comments from staff on each 
proposal. You are expected to then refine your research proposals 
and do further reading in preparation for the field class. In 
particular you should:  
• do further independent reading on the thematic focus of your 

research and on research methods 
• refine your research proposal 
• make initial contact with any people or groups that you want to 

speak to in Berlin 
• prepare an ethics form and risk assessment form 
• produce any materials that you will need in Berlin 

At the end of second orientation day in Berlin you will give a 5-
minute presentation (with a further 5-minutes for questions) on your 
research proposals. 
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IN BERLIN 

ORIENTATION 
The first two days in Berlin (Sunday and Monday) are organised 
around activities designed to: 
• help you get your bearings  
• develop your fieldwork skills in the art of noticing and the craft of 

social description  
• introduce you to some of the ideas and themes that you might 

focus on in your group research 
• help you refine your research proposal 

These activities include walking tours, site visits, studio-style 
workshops and student presentations. The focus in Berlin will be on 
providing you with opportunities to experiment with various 
methods of data collection and analysis. The emphasis is on 
learning through doing and on independent learning. Throughout 
the orientation activities you will be developing your skills in the art 
of noticing and trying out different ways of documenting the city 
you encounter. The experience is likely to be quite different from 
your experiences on other field trips. During these orientation 
activities you will be taking responsibility for leading our 
discussions based on what you have noticed (e.g. your 
observations, information you have gleaned, images, perceptions, 
feelings) and what you have documented in your field notes, 
photographs, videos, sketches, or sound recordings. 

THE NEW BERLIN (Sunday Morning)  
The first orientation activity begins on the roof of the Reichstag and  
takes us to Potsdamer Platz. Along the way we’ll visit the 
Brandenburg Tor and Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe 
(amongst other things). This orientation will help you get your 
bearings in the city. It will also introduce a number of ideas and 
themes that may be the focus of your group research projects (e.g. 
the politics of memory; urban division and cold war legacies; tourist 
practices; the privatisation of public space; making a global city). 
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REICHSTAG 
We’ll begin our first day in Berlin on the roof of the Reichstag. From 
here we’ll have panoramic views across the city. The history of the 
Reichstag building also helps us to understand the history and 
politics of Berlin in the 20th Century. 

BRANDENBURGER TOR  
The Brandenburger Tor is an iconic public space in Berlin. Themes  
that we might consider here here include memorials, tourist 
practices (selfie-sticks!), urban fortification, the material traces of 
the Berlin wall, and the post-reunification rebuilding of Berlin. 
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HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL 
The Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe offers a chance to 
reflect on memory work and the politics of remembering and 
forgetting in Berlin. 

POTSDAMER PLATZ  
Potsdamer Platz was the most bustling intersection in Europe in the 
1920s and commercial heart of Berlin. Since reunification the site 
has undergone massive redevelopment and come to symbolise the 
confidence of the New Berlin. 

!16



TRACES OF THE BERLIN WALL (Sunday Afternoon)  
In the afternoon we’ll spend some time to the north west of Mitte. We’ll begin on Oranienburger Strasse before walking to Bernauer Strasse 
and finishing at the Sunday afternoon ‘Bearpit’ Karaoke in Mauerpark. Themes that we might explore include: the Berlin Wall and 
commemoration; Jewish Berlin; squatting; graffiti; public spaces in the city.     



 

ORANIENBURGER STRASSE 
Oranienburger Strasse was the heart of the largest Jewish 
neighbourhood in Berlin before the Second World War. It’s also the 
site of Tacheles, which was the most famous squat in Berlin until 
evictions in 2012. 
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BERNAUER STRASSE 
Bernauer Strasse became an iconic site following the 
construction of the Berlin Wall. Numerous attempts to cross he 
deathstrip took place along Bernauer Strasse. Today, an 
extended site along Bernauer Strasse performs the work of  
remembering the division of the city through sculpture, 
documentation centres, murals, exhibits, and a memory walk.  
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Films screenings in the 
documentation centre. 

 

A permanent exhibition and a 
tower with views across the 
main memorial site on 
Bernauer Strasse. 

NORDBAHNHOF  
Nordbahnhof was a ghost station after the construction of the wall. 
U-Bahn trains from the West passed beneath East Berlin but did 
not stop at stations.  
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MAUERPARK  
On Sunday afternoon our orientation will finish at Mauerpark where 
they’ll be an opportunity to do some participant observation at the 
‘Bearpit Karaoke’ - a Sunday afternoon ritual in Berlin. 
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TEMPELHOF 
Berlin’s former airport was built by the Nazi regime and was vital to provisioning West Berlin during the Soviet blockade in 1948-49. Since 
the closure of the airport Tempelhof has become a public park.



 

URBAN INFORMALITY (Monday Morning) 
Setting out from Tempelhof airport and walking through 
Kreuzberg to the East Side Gallery, this orientation activity 
introduces themes of informality, DIY urbanism, squatting,  ad 
hoc green spaces, gentrification, public art and graffiti, and rights 
to the city.  
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KREUZBERG 
Dur ing the Cold War th is 
neighbourhood in West Berlin 
stood in the shadows of the wall. 
It developed a reputation for 
alternative forms of urban life, 
informality and squatting and 
was home to hippies, draft 
dodgers, artists, as well as 
migrants f rom Turkey. The 
charac te r o f K reuzberg i s 
c h a n g i n g r a p i d l y d u e t o 
gentrification and very different 
f o r m s o f c o n t e m p o r a r y 
migration. 
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KØPI AND TREEHOUSE ON THE WALL 
Today squatting in the city is under threat by processes of 
gentrification and laws formalising ownership of formerly squatted 
buildings. Køpi and the Treehouse on the Wall offer opportunities 
to reflect on the makeshift city, and consider how squatting and 
occupation form part of an urban politics, in particular in relation to 
resisting gentrification. 

EAST SIDE GALLERY 

In 2009 Scottish artist Chris MacLean organised the restoration of 
the graffiti by 118 different street artists from across the world.  The 
East Side Gallery offers a very different kind of reminder of the wall, 
marks the significance of graffiti and street art in Berlin, and has 
become a major tourist attraction. 

!25



!26

STUDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS



GROUP RESEARCH PROJECTS 
Most of our time in Berlin will be dedicated to your group research 
projects. During the orientation activities your group will have the 
opportunity to reflect on and refine your research proposals, as well 
as try out research methods. On Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday of the field class you will be doing research. On the final 
day in Berlin your group will present your research and receive 
feedback that should inform further analysis of your research 
materials and your writing. The assessment for the research elective 
is an individual project that draws on the research you did as part 
of your group in Berlin. 

The group research projects are an exciting opportunity to deepen 
your engagement with a substantive concern or conceptual issue in 
Human Geography.  You will also develop and practice your skills in 
doing ethnographic research, as well as analysing and writing with 
research materials.  

The ideas, initiative and energy for the research must come from 
you. In the following pages there are some images and ideas that 
might help you get started and act as prompts for your group 
conversations both before and during the field class. You will also 
be receiving lots of feedback, guidance and advice from staff in 
lectures, studios/workshops, orientation activities, office hours, etc.  

There are very few constraints on these research projects.  
However, we do ask that:  
• your group reaches a consensus and that all members are happy 

with the focus of your research  
• you use ethnographic, visual and/or inventive research methods 
• your research projects are realistic and ethically sound.  You will 

be required to complete an ethics form (http://www.ed.ac.uk/
geosciences/intranet/working-in-school/other-important-
information/ethicsinresearch/ourforms) and a risk assessment 
overview form (in this handbook) and submit these on Learn 
before you do your research.  

You will need to do some preparatory work for this course before 
we get to Berlin. As you begin develop and refine your research 
proposals we expect you to do some required reading. It is also a 
good idea to do some independent reading on Berlin, the thematic 
focus of your research project, and doing research. Much of this will 
require you to find resources independently, but of course you can 
ask us for advice and suggestions. You should also be applying 
many of the skills and knowledge that you developed in other 
courses (in particular Qualitative Methods, Research Design, the 
Amsterdam or Istanbul field courses, and Honours Options). In 
particular we suggest that you spend some time reviewing the 
lecture materials from Qualitative Methods on ‘Ethnography’ and 
‘Note Taking’.   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URBAN INFORMALITY 

SQUATTING 
OCCUPATION 
PROTEST 
MAKESHIFT CITY 
TEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE 
POP-UP SHOPS 
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THE TOURIST GAZE 

TOURISM AND WAYS OF SEEING 
KITCH AND THE COMMODIFICATION 
OF HISTORY  
TOURIST ECONOMIES 
PHOTOGRAPHIC PRACTICES 
SOCIAL MEDIA 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PUBLIC ART 

CIVIC IDENTITY 
POLITICS OF REPRESENTATION 
GENDER AND THE CITY 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URBAN SUBCULTURES 

GRAFFITI 
PUNKS 
PARKOUR 
HIPSTERS 
DRUG DEALERS 
URBAN EXPLORATION 
QUEER GEOGRAPHIES 



 

URBAN GARDENING 

NATURECULTURES 
SUBSISTENCE 
COMMUNITY GARDENS 
THERAPEUTIC SPACES 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MEMORY WORK 

MEMORIALS 
COUNTER-MONUMENTS 
MUSEUMS 
COLLECTIVE REMEMBERING 
MEMORY RITUALS 
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URBAN RUINS 

MINOR HISTORIES 
CREATIVE RE-USE OF RUINS 
NAUGHTY GEOGRAPHIES 
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GENTRIFICATION 

FORMALISATION OF SQUATS 
RENT GAPS 
RENT CAPS 
GENTRIFICATION OF FORMER 
NEIGHBOURHOODS IN THE 
EAST, NEUKOLN, KREUZBERG 
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OSTALGIE 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN EAST AND WEST 
BERLIN 
IDENTITY AND ATTACHMENT 
POST-SOVIET CITY 
GEOGRAPHIES OF AGEING 
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BIOGRAPHY OF A BUILDING 

BUILDING STORIES; URBAN REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE; NEIGHBOURING
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WALKING THE WALL 

URBAN FRACTURES 
PHENOMENOLOGY 
WRITING LANDSCAPE



 

URBAN FORTIFICATION 

EROSION OF PUBLIC SPACE 
URBAN PROTEST 
RIGHT TO THE CITY 
BANAL TERRORISM 
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URBAN GREENSPACES 

NATURECULTURES OF THE CITY 
HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
IMPROVISED PUBLIC SPACES 
MORAL GEOGRAPHIES  
RIGHTS TO THE CITY



 

HIPSTER GEOGRAPHIES 

CREATIVE CITY 
MIGRATION 
GENDER 
FASHION 
CONFLICT 
COFFEE CULTURES 
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MIGRATION 

URBAN MULTICULTURE 
TURKISH BERLIN 
NEW MIGRATION  
REFUGEE RECEPTION 
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URBAN MOBILITIES 

COMMUTING 
MOBILE PUBLICS 
URBAN INFRASTRUCTURES 
WAY FINDING 
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MARKETPLACES 

CONSUMPTION PRACTICES 
INTERACTION 
ESTABLISHING PRICE AND 
VALUE 
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RIGHTS TO THE CITY 

RESISTING URBAN REDEVELOPMENT  
MEDIA SPREE



IMPORTANT PRACTICAL INFORMATION  

WHAT TO PACK: 
• This course handbook 
• Your valid passport 
• Your European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) 
• A smartphone 
• A camera  
• Paper, pens, and notebook for recording field notes 
• Clothes for 8 days, including warm clothes and a complete 

change of clothes 
• A waterproof jacket 
• Comfortable shoes for walking 
• A towel and toiletries (including hand soap) 
• Sun protection  
• A day-pack/bag for use during fieldwork 
• Any medication that you require (this should also be detailed 

on your personal information form) 
• Spending money 
• Padlock for your locker 
• Refillable water bottle 

COST 
The cost of the field trip is £250 which is payable 
electronically and due by FRIDAY 15th JULY 2016 
(please look out for e-mails about payment procedures 
and deadlines). If you require financial support to make 
this payment please speak to Faten, Judy or Kirsty in the 
Geography Office.  

The payment covers all travel, seven nights half-board 
accommodation (dinner, bed and breakfast) and travel 
insurance. Please note that lunches and meals during 
travel are not included, nor are any costs incurred during 
group project.  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HEALTH AND WELFARE 
You must complete a personal information survey on Learn by 16th March 2016.  
If you do not complete this survey we cannot guarantee to meet your needs. 
Please let us know in advance of the field course if your circumstances change 
during the summer vacation. 

If you are unable to attend the field course for health or other reasons you must 
notify us as soon as possible and also contact your Personal Tutor and the 
Geography Student Support Coordinators. You must not travel against medical 
advice.  

MONEY AND VALUABLES  
You will need some spending money in Berlin - at least for lunches - which are not 
provided as part of the field course. The currency in the Germany is the Euro.  
Don’t bring lots of cash with you as most cash dispensers take international debit 
cards and credit cards. 

Do not bring unnecessary valuables with you. You are responsible for any valuables 
that you do bring.  Do not leave valuables lying about your room or in unlocked 
luggage. In the event of theft, you must obtain a police report in order to make a 
claim.  

BEHAVIOUR 
During the field trip you are representing the University of Edinburgh and 
Geography, and at all times you remain subject to University’s rules and 
regulations. High standards of behaviour are expected from you at all times, 
including during your ‘free-time’.  

In particular, this means behaving safely and sensibly. It also means acting ethically, 
showing respect towards fellow students and staff, and all the other people that 
you come into contact with during the trip. Ethical and respectful behaviour is not 
limited to working-hours but is required for the full duration of the field course. 
You should not behave in a way that may cause offence, distress or annoyance. 

An ability to behave safely, ethically and respectfully at all times while in the field is 
a required learning outcome of the course. Anyone not found conforming to high 
standards of behaviour will therefore fail the course and can expect to be sent 
home. Further disciplinary action may be taken against you on your return.  

ALCOHOL, SMOKING AND OTHER DRUGS 
You may consume alcohol in moderation during your own time. You will be 
expected to present yourself in a fit state for a full day’s work at breakfast each 
morning. If you do not, you will not be able to participate in the fieldwork and, 
consequently, you will fail the course.   

You should only smoke in designated smoking areas. 

While on the field course you remain subject to University of Edinburgh rules. This 
means, amongst other things, you are not permitted to consume even ‘soft’ drugs, 
including cannabis. The Hostel has a no-drugs policy and will evict anyone found 
using them. Anyone caught using drugs will be sent home. 
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ESSENTIAL SAFETY INFORMATION 
During the field course the safety of all participants is everyone’s number one 
concern. It is also a condition of submitting degree work that you conduct yourself 
in a safe manner at all times. Anyone found behaving in an unsafe manner will fail 
the course and will be sent home.  

Behaving safely requires you to use basic common sense at all times.  

Additionally, we have provided extra information below to help you behave safely 
in the less familiar environments you will encounter on this field course. You are 
expected to read this information thoroughly and abide by it throughout the 
course, although you should not assume it is exhaustive. You should also attend 
the introductory meeting in which safety information is disseminated.  

TRAVELLING TO AND FROM BERLIN 
On coaches: 
• Remain seated and wear your seatbelt. It is a legal requirement to wear it while 

seated.  
• No smoking or alcohol consumption. Anyone excessively under the influence of 

alcohol or otherwise incapable of conducting themselves safely will not be 
permitted to travel.  

• When disembarking the coach watch out for other traffic. Do not stand in the 
road or cycle path.  

• If you feel unwell, inform a member of staff. 

Safety at airports and during flights: 
• When we have checked in, it is your responsibility to get through security and 

arrive at the departure gate in plenty of time. 
• Pay attention to all safety instructions and flight information in the airport and 

during the flight. 
• Avoid excessive alcohol consumption. 
• Smoking is only permitted in ‘Smoking Areas’. 
• When we have arrived you should collect your luggage from baggage reclaim. 

We will meet as a group at the baggage reclaim. You must not leave this area on 
your own. 

SAFETY IN BERLIN 
Safety at the hostel:  
• On arriving in your room you should read the instructions concerning what to do 

in the event of a fire and locate the fire escape. 
• If the fire alarm sounds you must leave the building calmly but immediately. Do 

not stop to collect personal belongings. Do not use the lifts. If there is smoke, 
remember the best air is likely to be near the floor.  

• If you discover a fire you should activate the fire alarms and alert people in the 
vicinity. However, you should not put yourself at risk and should evacuate the 
area immediately, informing the staff at reception of the location of the fire. 

• You may not smoke in the bedrooms or any other ‘No Smoking’ area.  
• The hostel is generally safe and secure. However, it accommodates nearly 400 

people and you should continue to take steps to ensure your personal safety 
whilst in the building.  

• You should not bring valuables with you. If you do, it is entirely at your own risk 
and you are advised to enquire at the reception about the use of safes.  

Safety during fieldwork: 
• Pay attention to any additional safety information provided by your group leader. 
• Your group leader does not replace your own eyes and ears. You must pay 

attention to your own safety, even when you are in a group. 
• You must assess and minimise potential risks, especially personal safety risks, 

before you are allowed to complete your own independent study. You should 
also ensure staff have your contact details and the locations of your fieldwork.  

• All research must be conducted in groups of two or more. Your whole group 
should be aware of everyone’s contact details, emergency service numbers (112), 
and locations of fieldwork, and you should arrange to meet regularly. 

Traffic: 
• Pedestrians are at serious risk from trams, road vehicles and cyclists. Keep out of 

cycle paths, roads or and tram lines.  
• When walking in large groups you are still responsible for your personal safety. 

Do not assume that because the person in front has crossed the road, tram line 
or cycle path that it is safe for you to do so.  

• Look both ways before stepping into the road or cycle lane or across a tram line, 
even if you are only venturing off the pavement for a moment. 

• Remember that traffic drives on the right in the Germany. 
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Personal Safety: 
• You should take steps to ensure your personal safety as in any large city.  
• It is strongly advised that you stay in small groups when exploring the city - 

particularly after dark. 
• You should keep to busy areas of the city. Do not venture down quiet side-

streets, especially at night. 
• Do not take valuables with you (but make sure they are locked away).  
• Do not engage drug dealers or pimps in conversation. 
• Do not take photographs of sex workers or drug dealers.  
• In the unlikely event that you are mugged, do not resist. Just hand over what is 

wanted and leave. Contact the police immediately. In any case, a police report 
will be required in order to make an insurance claim.  

Pickpocketing and Scams: 
Although violent crime is relatively rare, pickpocketing is a common problem in 
Berlin, so:   
• Do not go out with unnecessary valuables. 
• Do not carry unnecessary amounts of cash with you. 
• Do not carry cash in easily accessible places on your person. 
• Carry bags slung round your neck, rather than over your shoulder. 
• Keep a photocopy of your passport and note down traveller’s cheque and credit 

card numbers. 
• Be suspicious of people who brush up against you, particularly on crowded 

trams. Be aware of any unusual distraction, however innocuous it may seem. 
People who helpfully point out ‘bird shit’ on your clothes are probably distracting 
you whilst their accomplice pickpockets you.  

• If you are in a pub or nightclub, be aware that people taking an interest in you 
may be more interested in your cash/watch/jewellery/phone than your good 
looks. 

• If you bring a mobile phone with you, use it discreetly. You are advised to have 
insured.  

• Be aware of fake police scams. Ask to see the photographic ID card of any police 
officer who approaches you (not their badge). There is no need for a police 
officer to search through your wallet or purse. Do not reveal your PIN to them (or 
anyone else).  

• Report any thefts to the police if you want to make an insurance claim, but don’t 
expect much sympathy. 

Alcohol and Drugs: 
• You may wish to consume a sensible level of alcohol in your free time, but you 

must always remain in a state in which you can conduct yourself safely. You may 
not drink alcohol on the coach or in the hours immediately before a coach 
journey or fieldwork exercise.  

• Bear in mind that some continental beers are very strong, often exceeding an 
alcohol content of 10%. Moderate your consumption accordingly. 

• Take extra care crossing roads/tram-lines/cycle-paths or using trains or the U-
Bahn after having consumed alcohol. 

• You must present yourself in a fit and sober state at breakfast each morning. 
Those people not in a fit state to safely conduct themselves will not be allowed 
to take part in fieldwork and, consequently, will fail the course. 

• You should not consume any drugs in Berlin that would be illegal in the UK, 
including cannabis. Do not try any substance which you are not certain is safe. 
Many drugs are served in forms (such as hash cakes) in which it is impossible to 
tell their strength.  

Health: 
• You MUST visit https://www.ehic.org.uk/Internet/startApplication.do and apply 

for a free European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) well in advance of the field trip.  
• Come prepared for both hot and cold, and wet and dry conditions. In hot sunny 

weather remember to use sunscreen, wear a hat and drink water frequently. 
Weather conditions often change within a few hours in Berlin.   

• Go to bed at a sensible time. The cumulative effect of late nights can prevent 
you from behaving safely and affect your academic work, both during the trip 
and subsequently.  

• If you have any health problems prior to or during the trip, please inform a 
member of staff immediately. 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ONLINE RESOURCES:  

We’ve created an online scrapbook of interesting things happening in Berlin using Dropmark: http://drp.mk/yX02xbPwNJ 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STUDENT LIST  

Poppy Adams 
Henry Ash 
Matthew Bell 
George Boulton 
Calum Bateman 
Freya Cartwright 
Emily Chavasse 
Polly Crathorne 
Isobel Cullinan 
Mary Davenport 
Collette Dingley 
Ruby Earle 
Lucy Edgington 
Matthew Gray 
Vivien Jones 
Clorinda Luck 
Blair MacDonald 
Ben Mort 
Janos Peters 
Adam Ross 
Georgia Smith 
Andrea Vergara de la garza 
Georgia Walton 
George Wiggin 

STUDENT GROUPS 

You will be working in the following groups throughout the 
Berlin field trip. Before we leave for Berlin you will need to 
work together to develop your research proposals. In Berlin 
you will be working together on data collection and analysis 
exercises during the orientation activities and your research 
projects.  

Freya Cartwright, Polly Crathorne 

Poppy Adams, George Wiggin, Janos Peters 

Henry Ash, Andrea Vergara de la garza, Georgia Smith 

Adam Ross, Emily Chavasse 

George Boulton, Matthew Gray, Isobel Cullinan 

Calum Bateman, Clorinda Luck, Vivien Jones 

Mary Davenport, Ben Mort, Lucy Edgington 

Collette Dingley, Ruby Earl, Blair MacDonald 

Matthew Bell, Georgia Walton 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FORMS 

YOUTH HOSTEL ROOM ALLOCATIONS 

In the youth hostel we have rooms with 4 or 5 beds. Please can you get into groups of 4 or 5 and complete the form below so I can 
arrange the rooms.  Please return this form during the Research Proposal Workshop and I will do my best to make sure you are 
allocated rooms together. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 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GROUP RESEARCH PROJECTS (RISK ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW) 
THIS FORM MUST BE COMPLETED AND SUBMITTED ON MONDAY EVENING BY THE END OF THE RESEARCH PROPOSAL PRESENTATIONS 

NAMES

RESEARCH PROJECT

TIMETABLE AND LOCATIONS 
OF RESEARCH

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
(including confirming that you 
have complete an ethics forms 
and uploaded this to Learn)

RISKS TO YOUR SAFETY

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 
• what will you do if someone 

gets injured or lost?  
• list all mobile phone 

numbers
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INSTRUCTIONS 

RESEARCH PROPOSALS 
RESEARCH PROPOSAL WORKSHOP 
In your groups you need to develop 2 proposals for 
research projects that you could conduct during the Berlin 
field class.  

Before the Research Proposal Workshop you will need to 
meet with the other members of your group to discuss and 
share your ideas. You will need to work together to develop 
2 original (but realistic) ethnographic research project 
proposals. These proposals should be based on 
independent research. 

Each research proposal should be 1-side of A-4 and should 
include: 
• 1 image  
• 1 reference to an academic article or book 
• 1 reference to another media source (social media, 

newspaper article, film, website…). 

These proposals should provide a focus for some 
independent research about Berlin, and some careful 

reflection about research design and inventive methods of 
data collection and analysis. You proposal should include: 
• some context for your proposed research (why does it 

matter?) 
• details of how you will do the research (who will you need 

to talk to? how will you contact them? where will you do 
the research) 

These research proposals must be submitted via Learn before the 
research proposal workshop (as a PDF).  

You will receive guidance and feedback on your research proposals 
from staff and students during the research proposal workshop. In 
your groups you will then be expected to further develop 1 of your 
group’s research proposal before we go to Berlin. This will require 
you to do further reading and prepare any research materials you 
think you will need in Berlin.   

RESEARCH PROPOSAL WORKSHOP 
There will be further opportunities to reflect on and discuss your 
research proposals during the orientation activities in Berlin.  In the 
late afternoon and evening on Monday there will be a workshop 
where we will work closely to revise and refine your research 
proposals before you go out and do the research. 

You will also need to submit an electronic copy of an ethics form 
and risk assessment form on Learn before you start your research. 
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END OF FIELD TRIP ARRANGEMENTS 

THURSDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 
The meeting room will be available from 2pm and you are 
welcome to use the space to analyse your research 
materials and to prepare your group presentations. All 
groups much check-in with a member of staff before dinner.   

FRIDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 
Today is a free day. You are free to explore the city by 
yourselves, but we ask that you stay in groups of at least 2. 
If you wish you can use your free time to conduct further 
research or to work on your data analysis and presentations.  

In the evening there will be a group meal. Details of when 
and where to meet will be provided in Berlin. 

SATURDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 

CHECKING OUT 
• You need to have had breakfast and vacated your rooms 

by 9am.  
• Please leave bed linen on the floor and rubbish in the bin. 

The rooms will be inspected before we leave. 

• One person from each room should collect all the key 
cards and return them to a member of staff. 

• Leave your luggage stacked in the meeting room and 
make sure that you have everything you will need in the 
day in your day-pack. 

PRESENTATIONS 
Each group will have a 30-minute slot for their 
presentations. This allows for a 15 minute presentation and 
15 minutes for questions, comments and feedback. 

Your presentation will need to introduce your research and 
why it matters. But the main focus of the presentation 
should be a reflection on your methods of data collection 
and analysis, the empirical materials you have produced, 
and what you will do with these materials (e.g. how will you 
present them in your assessment). 

LEAVING BERLIN 
After the presentations, there will be a meeting to confirm 
our return travel arrangements to Edinburgh. As with the 
outward travel we will check-in at the airport as a group. We 
will go through security together and then meet again at 
the baggage reclaim in Edinburgh airport.  
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