
REFERENCING AND WHY IT MATTERS 

Dr Dan Swanton, Senior Tutor for Geography 



•  Get into groups of 5 or 6 and take a tub of Lego.  

•  Each group must build a Lego creation.  Each creation 
must include at least 4 pieces borrowed from other 
group’s tubs of Lego and the tubs at the front. 

•  Name your creation and be ready to tell us something 
about it.   

GROUP LEGO TASK 



This activity acts as a metaphor to help you 
think about why referencing matters. 
   
•  It is important to be able to IDENTIFY and 

ATTRIBUTE the sources of ideas, examples, 
arguments, and data in your essays. 

•  It emphases the importance of in-text 
references. These are brief references that 
link to a full reference in your bibliography. 

•  It also helps you understand plagiarism, and 
that you cannot use an idea unless you can 
say where it comes from.  



WHY REFERENCE? 
 
•  It demonstrates what you have read widely, and 

digested the writing of other people. 
•  It can add substance and justification to your 

comments and arguments. 
•  It helps you and others find sources. 
•  It is good academic practice. 
•  It guards against accusations of plagiarism 



GOOD ACADEMIC PRACTICE: 
 
All academic writing is a collective process in 
the sense that academics relate their work to 
existing bodies of research and scholarship.  But 
it is also individual in that each person can 
identify and claim their own contributions to 
that body of scholarship.  
 
This leads to ways of writing where it is 
necessary to reference and discuss the work of 
other academics, and make it velar what was 
said, done or found by whom.  



THINKING ABOUT WHY YOU READ 
 
•  Importance of digesting the readings…you should 

not be simply repeating what other people have 
said.  

•  You should be questioning, analysing, evaluating, 
comparing, selecting, synthesising…what you 
have read to come up with your own ideas, 
judgements and arguments. 

•  Your essays should be your response to the 
assignment that is based on your research and 
thinking.  





THE MECHANICS OF REFERENCING  
 
There are a number of different referencing systems.  
In Geography you will usually be expected to use the 
HARVARD REFERENCING STYLE.  This includes short 
in text references that relates to a full reference in a 
complete and accurate reference list at the end of your 
essay.  
 
Make sure you know what reference style is expected 
in each of your courses.  



IN-TEXT CITATION: 
a)  “In-text citations give the brief (abbreviated) details of the work 

that you are quoting from, or to which you are referring in your 
text” (Pears and Shields, 2013, p.4). 

b)  Pears and Shields (2013) state that in-text citations provide brief 
details of the reference for the source of your information or 
quote.  

c)  Abbreviated details in the body of your essay of full references in 
your reference list are known as in-text citations (Pears and 
Shields, 2013).  

FULL REFERENCE: 

Pears, R. and Shields, G. (2013). Cite Them Right: The Essential 
Referencing Guide. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.  
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